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The historical roots of the population problem
in developing countries
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Abstract: This research delves into a critical issue that preoccupied the world
throughout the 20th century and continues to burden developing or underdevel-
oped nations, primarily concentrated in the Earth>s central and southern regions.
In contrast to the developed nations of the north, these countries witnessed an
explosive population surge during the 20th century, while their economic growth

remained slow or weak. This disparity plunged these nations into a deep deficit,

hindering their pursuit of sustainable development for their people.
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The research begins by defining
the population problem, identifying
its emergence in developing countries,
of
consequences. It then contrasts the

and providing examples its

living standards of nations before
the 18th century to highlight the
narrow gap between developing and

developed countries. Furthermore,

it examines the historical phases

experienced by developing nations
prior to the population crisis, exposing

the role of European colonialism in
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laying the groundwork for this issue.
Finally, it emphasizes that addressing
the population explosion necessitates
not only controlling high natural
population growth rates in developing
countries but also achieving economic
liberation and rationalizing resource
utilization to attain  sustainable
development for their citizens.

The

colonialism,

Keywords: population

problem, developing

countries, capitalism, globalization of
the economy.
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