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Arabs, along with other nations,
have long been familiar with various
literary genres, practicing them in
their daily lives and using them as
a means to express their realities,
struggles, and glories. Poetry, wisdom
literature, and storytelling were among
the most prominent literary forms
through which humans conveyed their
life experiences and moral values.
Among these literary genres, the
story emerged as a key genre used to
represent personal and societal events.
Eventually, this narrative tradition
evolved into the novel, for as Ibrahim
(1994, p. 6) notes, “the defining
characteristics of the new genre do not
emerge from void.”

Building on this idea, the present
study explores the modern art of
the novel by conducting a critical
and artistic analysis of “Two Long
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Stories: On the Edge of the Abyss —

The Mountain Calls at Me”,
by Iranian author Mohammad Reza

written

Bayrami.
This research focuses on the
technical aspects of the novel,

particularly examining the plot and
the setting, and how they function
within the temporal structure of
the work. It then delves into the
the

characters in three categories: main

characterization, analyzing

characters, secondary characters,
and those who serve a transitional
function within the narrative.
Bayrami’s characters are revealed
to be deeply human and diverse,
mirroring the variety found in real
people. They reflect the complexities
of society in all its dimensions,
bearing the full range of human
emotion and transformation. Among

them, we find both charismatic and
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intimidating figures, each strongly
tied to a place, in a way that
underscores the profound connection
between physical setting and
psychological depth.

The study also investigates the role
of place in the novel, emphasizing its
symbolic, emotional, and aesthetic
As

fiction, place in this work is not

significance. in most modern

merely a background for events but
becomes a vital narrative element,
reflecting the characters’ aspirations

and internal states.
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In conclusion, this study analyzes

the novel foundational

literary

through

elements: plot, setting,

the development and function of
characters, and the role of place, all
of which combine to shape the novel’s
structure and meaning.

Abstract

Novel - Narrative Art - Novelistic
Space - Novel Space - Structural
Elementsin Novelistic Work - Symbolic
Place - Place is a Psychological Mirror
of the Character
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