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Olives as a heritage of resistance and spatial identity: a field-

based approach to cultural resilience in marginalized rural
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Abstract:

The olive heritage in Lebanon constitutes more than a traditional agricultural

practice; it embodies a complex interplay of cultural, economic, and territorial

meanings, deeply rooted in collective identity and community resilience.
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In the face of multiple crises

economic collapse, state neglect,

and climate disruption this study
explores the potential of olive related
heritage as a foundation for territorial
resilience in Lebanon’s marginalized
rural areas. Drawing on qualitative
fieldwork conducted in three regions
(Koura, Marjeyoun, and Akkar), the
research employs semi structured
interviews, participant observation,
and semiotic spatial analysis to assess
the evolving relationship between
people, land, and memory. Findings
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reveal that olive heritage, despite
fragmentation and precarity, retains
the capacity to foster collective
belonging and sustainable local
economies. The study proposes a
framework for ’“resistant cultural
heritage“ as a tool for spatial justice
and cultural regeneration, grounded in
agroecology, cooperative solidarity,
and grassroots development in
rural Lebanon.

Keywords: Olive heritage, cultural
resilience, territorial identity, rural
Lebanon, sustainable development.
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