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Abstract
The element of the fantastic (al-ghara’ibiyya) is one of the most prominent
features of popular heritage, especially within traditional Arab narrative texts.

However, in modern and contemporary narrative discourse, it has acquired new
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connotations that go beyond its narrow
traditional frameworks, opening up to
multiple sources, including classical
and modern Arab heritage as well as
Western traditions. It can be said that the
fantastic in modern and contemporary

Arabic novels draws from various

wells of human heritage, granting it

diverse interpretive potentials and

renewed reading dimensions. From this
perspective, the study focuses on the
theme of “The Fantastic in the Novel
The King in His Pajamas,” given the
title’s suggestive paradox and narrative

strangeness that invite critical reflection.
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The narrative employs imagination
to depict an unusual portrayal of the
king, offering a space to explore the
fantagtic as both a stylistic and thematic
phenomenon  within  contemporary
Arabic narrative. This study also aims
to distinguish the subtle boundaries
between realism and imaginative
fiction that approach the limits of the
marvelous and the uncanny, in light of
the transformations in modern Arabic
narrative and its reliance on new artistic
and aesthetic components.

Keywords: The Fantastic, Novel,

The King in His Pajamas.
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