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Abstract

The of
resources represents one of the most

management natural

critical challenges facing modern
states, serving as a genuine test of their
ability to reconcile the imperatives
the

demands of integration into the global

of national sovereignty with
economy. In this context, the Lebanese
experience in petroleum exploration
and production emerges as a compelling
case study—not only because of its
novelty and symbolic importance, but
also due to the profound insights it
offers into the nature of Lebanon’s legal
and governance frameworks when
confronted with such a strategic sector.

Lebanon’s first attempt at petroleum
exploration and production, through
the licensing rounds and the awarding
of'blocks (4) and (9) to an international
consortium, marked a foundational
milestone that symbolically opened
the door for the country to join the
petroleum industry. Yet, this apparent
achievement soon revealed structural
the
licensing process and the subsequent
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deficiencies accompanying
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implementation of the Exploration
and Production Agreements. These
shortcomings manifested in legal
and procedural gaps that undermined
contractual balance and constrained
the state’s sovereign role in managing
this
sovereign—legal

its resources. Accordingly,

research offers a
analysis of the Lebanese experience,
framing it as a revealing laboratory
that exposes the gap between ideal
legal texts and practical application. It
argues that this experience should not
be read merely as a failure, but rather
as a formative lesson that can guide
the reconstruction of a more resilient,
equitable, and sustainable petroleum
governance framework for Lebanon.
Keywords:  Exploration  and
Production Agreement — Assignment
First
and Second Licensing Rounds -
Offshore Blocks (4 and 9) — State

Participation Right — Transparency and

Multiple Applications

Accountability — Sectoral Paralysis
Petroleum Resources Law No.
1322010/ — Petroleum Administration
Authority.
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