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Abstract

Jabal ‘ Amil (in present-day southern
Lebanon) was a predominantly
Shi‘i region marginalized under late
Ottoman rule due to systemic sectarian
discrimination. This study investigates
how the decline of Ottoman sectarian
intolerance and the socio-political
upheavals of 1880-1920 facilitated
the formation of a modern Shi‘i
collective identity in Jabal ‘Amil. The
central question asks how a formerly
peripheral, disenfranchised community
transformed into an active participant
in the nascent Lebanese nation-state.

Employing a historical-sociological
the

historical sources, reformist clergy

perspective, study analyzes
writings, and socio-economic sources
to trace the evolution of the community.
It highlights the interaction between
internal processes of reform, for
instance, religious revival, greater
modern education, and an expanding
of the Nahda (Arab

Renaissance), and external stimuli,

local press
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that is, the Young Turk reforms, World
War I, and the collapse of Ottoman
dominion.

The findings suggest that these
factors converged to empower Jabal
‘Amil’s Shi‘a to renegotiate their
social and political status. By 1920,
the Shi‘i
to shed its

developing a new sense of collective

community had begun

insular sectarian role,

agency grounded in both Islamic
revitalization and emerging notions
of citizenship and social justice. This
formative period laid the groundwork
for the community’s further political
integration during the French Mandate.

The contribution of this research
is to reveal an unprecedented case of
modernization,

internal communal

whereby a  sectarian  minority
reshaped its identity and became an
anchor element of Lebanese state-
building in the contemporary period.
It offers broader insights into identity
construction and state-formation in

multi-sectarian societies.
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