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Abstract:

Habsiyyat is a poetic genre
composed by poets under the shadow
of captivity and within the confines
of prisons. It embodies the anguish
of estrangement, the pain of loss, and
the bitterness of deprivation from
homeland and loved ones. In such
poems, the poet’s voice overflows
with lament over the darkness of the
cell, the weight of shackles, and the
harshness of jailers.

Abu Firas al-Hamdani—the author
of the Rumiyyat—was a pioneering
figure in this field, preceding others
and opening the doors of inspiration.
His influence became evident in both
Arabic and Persian poetry. On the
other hand, Mas‘ad Sa‘d is regarded
as one of the earliest Persian poets to
compose Habsiyyat (Zindan-namabh),
establishing its artistic conventions.

His works remained a reference point
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inspiring later poets in the domain of
prison poetry up to the present day.
From a comparative perspective,

this sheds light on the
Habsiyyat of prominent poets of that

research

era, highlighting the commonalities in
the themes of their poems. The study
concludes that the diction, expressions,
and even the general atmosphere of
these works vary according to the
poet’s condition in prison, yet the
central motifs and overarching themes
remain largely the same.

The
consists of:

structure of the research

1. An introductory overview of the
general framework and historical
background of prison poetry.

. A thematic and structural analysis
of selected prison poems.
Keywords: Comparative study,

Habsiyyat, Arabic and Persian poetry,

beginnings to the 7th century AH.
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