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Abstract

Structuralism is one of the most
prominent critical approaches that
reshaped our understanding of literary
texts, particularly Arabic poetry. It
shifted the focus from predefined
meaning to the internal structure of the
text. The poem is no longer seen as a
reflection of an external context or the
poet’s personal experience; instead,
it becomes an independent linguistic
entity that generates meaning through
the interaction of its internal elements.
This is where structuralism plays
a role in deciphering the poem’s
code, by focusing on structural tools
such as rhythm, repetition, imagery,
deviation, and parallelism, considering
them systems that produce complex
meanings that are not read from outside
the text, but from within it.

In this context, the poem becomes
a network of textual relationships
that are organically connected, with
each element contributing to the
formation of a unified system that
builds the meaning. For example,
rhythm is not understood as a mere

aesthetic element, but as a sound
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structure that contributes to the
formation of the semantic tension
within the text. Similarly, repetition
is not only used for rhythm but
also serves to reinforce specific
images and intensify feelings or
ideas, while parallelism highlights
the relationship between concepts,
creating an internal balance that
deepens the emotional experience.
As for the poetic images, they are
not just rhetorical decorations but
symbolic tools that reshape reality
within the poem using dense and
suggestive language, forcing the reader
to engage in careful reading. With
structuralism, the reader is no longer
a passive consumer of meaning but an
active participant in its production by
tracing the internal relationships of the
text and understanding its mechanisms.
The closed text, as structuralism
assumes, contains all the necessary
keys for its understanding. Thus, the
poem becomes an independent unit
that can be scientifically analyzed,
detached from external context or
prior intentions. This transformation

restores the significance of language as
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a symbolic system governed by laws
that can be deconstructed, providing
the reader with an opportunity for a
deeper, more precise understanding
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of the meanings of both classical and
modern Arabic poetry.
Keywords: Structuralism, internal

structure, code, poem, meaning.
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