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Abstract

This study examines the role of
local community organizations in
providing environmental facilitations
that ensure access of persons with
(PwD)

in Lebanon. Grounded

disabilities to knowledge

content in
an international and national policy
framework, the paper highlights the
limited enforcement of Law 2202000/
and its repercussions on rights to
health,

and

education, employment,
A

qualitative exploratory design was

mobility, social inclusion.

employed through semi-structured
interviews with 15 directors of local
organizations in Beirut and Tripoli
(academic year 2018-2019) to map
domains of environmental accessibility
and the civil society contributions that
enhance access to information and
learning resources.

Findings indicate structural gaps:
insufficient accessibility of the built

environment and public transport,
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limited accessible information and
communication systems, low public
awareness, weak inter-agency
coordination, delayed funding, and
poor enforcement of accessibility
and inclusive employment standards.
revealed

Conversely, interviews

substantive contributions by local
organizations: developing guidelines
and standards for universal access; legal
advocacy and awareness campaigns;
provision of support services (human
assistance, sign-language interpreting,
assistive technologies); tailored

and
and efforts to

secure telecom concessions for blind

transport  initiatives early-

intervention clinics;

and deaf users.
The

joint

study recommends a

national strategy spanning
government, civil society, and the
private sector, backed by enforceable
legislation, oversight mechanisms,
and sustainable financing. Integrating
and

accessibility technologies
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urban
ICT

systems—along with robust data and

technical standards into

planning, education, and
routine statistics—can shift access to

knowledge from scattered initiatives

to a comprehensive, binding
public policy.
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Keywords: Environmental

facilitations; Local community

organizations; Persons with disabilities
(PwD); Access to knowledge content;
Lebanon; Law 2202000/; Inclusive

education;  Assistive  technology;

Universal access; Accessible transport.
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