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Abstract
This the
transformation brought about by the

study  examines
digital environment in shaping the
moral values and ethical behavior
of secondary school students, by
the of the
traditional hidden curriculum within
the school to that of the digital hidden

curriculum produced by social media

comparing influence

platforms. The theoretical findings
indicate that the school is no longer
the sole source of moral socialization,
as algorithms, visual content,
and digital influencers now have
significant power to reshape learners’
awareness, direct their attention, and
shape their perceptions of success
and social acceptance. The literature
also suggests that the digital hidden

curriculum leads to an increase in
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phenomena such as cyberbullying,

weakened  self-discipline, social
comparison, and a decline in moral
reasoning, all driven by the culture
of fast-paced,
content. The study highlights that the

interaction between both curricula

visually appealing

results in a state of value duality,
where students receive conflicting
educational messages from both the
school and the digital platform. It
concludes by emphasizing the need for
an integrative educational approach
that combines both curricula, enhances
digital citizenship, and redefines the
teacher’s role in light of the rapid
changes within the digital space.

Hidden

digital hidden curriculum, educational

Keywords: curriculum,

authority, influencers, cyberbullying,

digital ethics, secondary school students.
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