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Abstract
Grammatical and stylistic deviation
is considered one of the striking

in  poetry,
representing a conscious departure

linguistic  phenomena
from conventional grammatical rules
in order to achieve aesthetic, semantic,
or rhetorical purposes within poetic
texts. Given the importance of this
phenomenon in revealing the latent
potentials of poetic language, adopting
it as a subject of study contributes to
transcending the surface structure
of the text and probing its deeper
layers. In this context, the works of
the poet Wa’wa’ al-Dimashqi, call
for an in-depth examination of the
ways in which deviation is employed
in his poetry, as deviations occupy a
prominent space in his diwan. Among
the most significant forms of deviation
in his poetry is the deviation of iltifat,

which plays a fundamental role in the
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construction of his poetic texts. The
study adopts a descriptive—analytical
methodology, drawing on the tools of
Arabic grammar and classical rhetoric,
while also benefiting from concepts
of modern stylistics, particularly the
notion of deviation as an effective
mechanism in the production of
meaning. This approach is applied
to the study of iltifat in the poetry
of Wa’wa’

shifts in pronouns, modes of address,

al-Dimashqi, including
verb tenses, and other forms, while
elucidating their relationship to the
syntactic structure and the pragmatic
context of the poetic text. The aim
of the study is to analyze selected
examples of iltifat in Wa’wa’ al-
Dimashqi’s diwan in order to reveal
the aesthetic effect and semantic value
of these stylistic devices, as well as
their role in shaping meaning and

enriching the aesthetic experience
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of his poetry. The study concludes
that the art of iltifat in the poetry of
Wa’wa’ al-Dimashqi constitutes a
coherent aesthetic structure that cannot
be separated from the overall semantic
system of the poem. Iltifat, defined as
the shift from one pronoun to another,
is employed by the poet to stimulate the
listener’s imagination, attract attention,
and diversify poetic discourse,
functioning as a well-known rhetorical
technique for breaking narrative
monotony. The analysis further reveals
that Wa’wa’

iltifat as an expressive strategy that

consciously employs
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generates semantic tension between
speaker and addressee and enables
sudden transitions between different
levels of discourse, reflecting the
instability of the poetic self and the
multiplicity of its voices. Moreover,
the that this
deviation intersects with aesthetic and

study demonstrates

psychological intentions, contributing
to the intensification of the text’s
affective dimension and enhancing the
dynamic interaction between the text
and its recipient.

Keywords: Deviation (Inziyah),
Stylistics, Iltifat, Wa’wa’ al-Dimashqi.
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