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Lebanese multilingual translator, editor, novelist, copywriter, and writer with over 26 years of experience. Email : rana.e.saifi@gmail.com

2026 301 yasydls I sl dzalill dzdl
525



sy (1o Uyl cpsismall sliall
8 15305 30 Gzl o9 ol sl
dlowallg 8o laall dzdlazll 5, S13I
G55 | codl suidg dpyelly dpll
Jolia i gosdia o Joll pudll
o2 Gk oyl o plyeied Bag
G55 Lle 13ST dyell dnbll @lowall
osidl andll B Tly 158 %
AVYRCEY Sl allg

‘éj)_b ol 1 ds-Ladl Gl
255 b s 55 Al Blowo
e Lod A8y Lob Ady> duye
Wyl wlys Wlol Wlas NELRUTES:
Ao 48515 oy 33S13 (dud dawld
Jol g358 psan dziso Ollg >
gl (22 ol 358 200
Abstract

This

the career of Lebanese artist Gebran
Tarazi (19442010-) who was born
into a prominent Damascene family

that
and Levantine craftsmanship. Tarazi

research study examines

mastered traditional oriental

immersed himself in such craft,

developed and refined it while
preserving its  authenticity and
consolidating the Levantine and

Arab identity. At the same time, he
articulated a philosophical vision of
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art that calls for independence from

Western artistic currents without
refuting them but rather keeping up
with them and appropriating what
could be meaningfully integrated into
Levantine and Arab art.

This

extensive

research study offers an
review of how Tarazi
was chronicled in the Lebanese
press archive over the period from
1993 to 2017. The press presented
and documented him with notable

admiration for his innovative artistic
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achievements and forward-looking
vision. The study further lists the
press’s coverage of Tarazi’s career’s
milestones beginning with his first
solo exhibition in 1993. At the time,
critics hailed him as the “madman of
geometric abstraction” and its “earnest
representative”, a man who managed
to tame the square, transforming it into
a visual Magam that pulses with life.
The press described him as an artist of
“intellectual awakening” who <“could
paint with masterful geometry with his
eyes closed” producing works that give
the viewer the impression of “standing
before the architectural blueprint of an
ancient Roman city”.

The study then traces the progression
of his second solo exhibition which
asserted his artistic  orientation.
Additionally,
the

specifically his novel “The Olive Press”

the research explores
artist’s  literary  contributions
which reveals another dimension of his
creativity, presenting him as a writer
engaged with existential questions,
advocating for peaceful coexistence.
The study also tracks the efforts of
the Tarazi family to honor and preserve
his legacy, sustaining his presence
within the art world after his passing
and commemorating his work through
retrospective exhibitions. It highlights
both local and international interest

in his works and writings, many of

which have been digitized to serve as
a documentary resource for historians
and art enthusiasts. The research further
documents the global reach of the
artist’s paintings and their acquisition
by prestigious institutions and major
art museums such as Guggenheim Abu
Dhabi and Mathaf Arab Museum of
Modern art in Qatar, as well including
his unique experience in postgraduate
curricula at the Lebanese University.
The study concludes that Tarazi was
not merely an adventurous craftsman
or a conventional visual artist, but
was a brilliant mind who successfully
reconciled tradition with modernity,
which positioned him among the
foremost pioneering Arab innovator
artists and established him as one of the
most enduring and influential artistic
figures in the contemporary culture
and memory and in Lebanese and Arab
press. This research study serves as the
first part of a comprehensive research
project dedicated to examining Tarazi’s
presence in the Lebanese Arabic press,
reaffirming his status as an admirable,
valuable, foundational figure in
geometric abstraction and visual fine
arts.

Keywords:
Gebran Tarazi, geometric
abstraction, visual art, archive,

Lebanese press, documentation, art

2026 301 yasydls I sl dzalill dzdl

527



Arabic
Levantine identity, Arabic identity,

discourse, ornamentation,

artistic experimentation, modernity,

authenticity, heritage, legacy, artistic
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philosophy, visual memory, aesthetic
taste, journalistic dialogs, first solo

exhibition, second solo exhibition,

retrospective exhibition.
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