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Custom its types and its legal authority according to the
majority of Islamic schools of jurisprudenence
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Summary:

According to the Islamic school of jurisprudence custom (urf) is identified with
rational practice in the four sunni schools it is defined as that which has become
firmly established in peoples minds whether verbally or practically on the basis of
rational criteria of interests and harms.Through the Islamic objectives are realized
giving rise to both prescriptive and declaratory ruling. Ijtihad in this sence consists
in employing custom as ameans to understand the concrete reality of a case. Custom
is classified into general and specific forms. legal authority is attributed to general
custom rather than specific custom due to the existence of an endorsement by the
infallibles. For custom to be legally authoritative jurists stipulated conditions such
as consistency widespread acceptance and the absence of limitation to particular
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group or locality. However the Maliki
school regarded specific custom as
authoritative and legally valid unlike
the other schools.
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